NLT Study Bible
Features Guide

TOOLS TO HELP YOU GO DEEPER IN GOD'S WORD

. OVERVIEW

The Overview helps readers to find out quickly what
this book of the Bible is about and why it is important.
It gives a thumbnail sketch of the book and its contents
and purpose.

. SETTING

What is the story behind each book of the Bible? What was
the need for each book in its setting? Every book of the
Bible was written by flesh-and-blood people living
in a particular time and place in history. They faced
real challenges and difficulties. They wrote to other
real flesh-and-blood people living at their own time in
history. They wrote to address specific problems in their
world, to help their readers understand God’s mind
regarding the issues and problems that they faced.
The world of the Bible is very different from our world
today, but people are the same everywhere. If we
understand the setting in which each book of the Bible
was written, we will be in a much better position to
understand what problems it addressed, what actions
it was prompting, and what message it communicates.

. MAP

The book introductions include maps of the setting to
show where the events in each book of the Bible took

place and how the places mentioned in that book fit into
the world. Each map includes a caption that describes

the map and how it relates to the book’s setting. Along
with a caption, most of these maps include a short index

of places mentioned in the book.

THE BOOK OF

ENESIS

Genesis is the book of beginnings—of the universe and of
humanity, of sin and its catastrophic effects, and of God’s
plan to restore blessing to the world through his chosen
people. God began his plan when he called Abraham and
made a covenant with him. Genesis traces God's promised
blessings from generation to generation, to the time of
bondage and the need for redemption from Egypt. It lays the
foundation for Gad's subsequent revelation, and most other
books of the Bible draw on its contents. Genesis is a source
of instruction, comfort, and edification.

SETTING

When Genesis was written, the children of Israel had been slaves in Egypt
for 400 years. They had recently been released from bondage and guided
through the desert to meet the Lord at Mount Sinai, where he had estab-
lished his covenant relationship with them and had given them his law
through Moses. Israel was now poised to enter the Promised Land and
receive the inheritance that God had promised Abraham.

While enslaved in Egypt, the Israelites had adopted many pagan ideas
and customs from their Egyptian masters (e.g., Exod 32:1-4). They were
influenced by false concepts of God, the world, and human nature (eg.,
Exod 32), and were reduced to being slaves rather than owners and
managers of the land. Perhaps they had forgotten the great promises that
God had made to Abraham, 1saac, and Jacob, or perhaps they had con-
cluded that the promises would never be fulfilled.

Before entering the Promised Land, the [sraelites needed to understand
the nature of God, his world, and their place in it more clearly. They needed
to embrace their identity as descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Genesis provided the needed understanding,
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BOOK INTRODUCTIONS
Each book introduction helps readers understand that book as
its original readers first understood it in their world. The book

introduction discusses the book’s setting, gives a summary of its
literary structure, discusses historical issues such as authorship
and date of writing, and explains the meaning and message of the

book for its readers.




SUMMARY

Genesis traces God's work to overcome with blessing the curse that came on
humankind because of sin. The book arranges family traditions, genealogies,
historical events, and editorial comments into a single, sustained argument.

Every section but the first has the heading, “Th

s the account” (or These

are the generations; Hebrew toledoth); each of the roledoth sections explains

OUTLINE

1:1=2:3

Creation

2:4-4:26

What Happened to the
Creation

5:1-6:8
The Account of Adam’s
Descendants

6:9-9:29
The Account of Noah's
Family

10:1=11:9

The Account of Noah's Sons

11:10-26
The Account of Shem's
Descendants

11:27-25:11
The Account of Terah's
Descendants

25:12-18
The Account of Ishmael’s
Descendants

25:19-3529
The Account of Isaac’s
Descendants

36:1-371

The Account of Esau's
Descendants
37:2-50:26

The Account of facob’s
Descendants

blessing in a new beginning, A renewed creation beg;

the history of a line of descent. In each case, a
deterioration of well-being is followed by an in-
creasing focus on God's plan to bless the world.
This plan is the basis for God's covenant with his
people; as the blessing develops, the covenant

is clarified. By the end of the book, the reader

is ready for the fulfillment of the promises in
Israel’s redemption from bondage (see Exodus).

‘The first section (1:1-2:3) does not have the
toledoth heading, and logically so—it is the ac-
count of creation “in the beginning” (1:1). The
work of creation is wrapped in God's approval
and blessing as he fulfills his plan.

‘The next section (2:4-4:26) focuses on the
creation of human life (2:4-25) and traces what
hecame of God's creation because of Adam’s
and Eve's sin (3:1-13), the curse on their sin
(3:14-24), and the extension of sin to their
descendants (4:1-24). Humanity no longer en-
joyed God's rest; instead, they experienced guilt
and fear. So they fled from God and developed
a proud civilization.

Independence from God resulted in the
downward drift of human life (5:1-6:8). The
genealogy of 5:1-32 begins by recalling that
human beings were made in God's image and
were blessed by him (5:1-2). As the genealogy
is traced, the death of each generation reminds

humans and decided to judge the earth. Noah,
however, received God's favor and provided a
source of hope (5:29; 6:8).

The next section (6:9-9:29) brings the curse
of judgment through the flood followed by

. purged of the

abominable evil that had invaded and ruined the human race.

The world's popul.

ation expanded into various nations (10:1-11:9) whose
people were bent on disobedience. The population of the earth by Shem,

TIMELINE

2166 f 1990 sc*
Abraham is born

2091 /1915 8¢
Abraham moves to
Canaan

2080 / 1904 sc
Ishmael is born

2066 / 1890 &
Sodom and Gemorrah
are destroyed,

Isaac is born

2006 / 1830 &
Jacob and Esau are born

1898 / 1722 8c
Joseph is sold into
slavery

1885 /1709 sc
Joseph begins
governing Egypt
1876 / 1667 be

Jacob moves to Egypt
1446 / 1270 ac

Israel leaves Egypt
(the Exodus), maves to
Maunt Sinai

1406 / 1230 &
Israel enters Canaan

® The fwo dales harmanize

with the traditional “eorly”
chronalogy and a mare
recent “late” chronology of
the Exodus. All dates are
approximale. Please see
“Chronalogy: Abvaham to
Joshua,” p. 118

. TIMELINE

A timeline can be found in the margin of nearly all
book introductions. The timelines show when the
events in each book of the Bible took place and what
was going on at the time. We can refer to the timeline
while reading the setting and summary for the book,
and again while reading the book, to help clarify and
reinforce how the events fit into the flow of history.

SUMMARY

What is the structure and flow of ideas in each book of
the Bible? The Summary provides just that—a brief
summary of the contents of the book. If the book is
narrative, the Summary tells its story. 1f the book

is a letter, the Summary explains its contents and the
flow of its reasoning. If the book is an anthology,
the Summary describes the structure and contents of
the collection. If we have in mind the flow of the book,

we can better understand each individual passage.

OUTLINE

Each book includes an outline with up to three levels
of headings. In the introduction, we provide the first
level of the outline to give the reader an overview. The
full outline is embedded in the NLT text as running
headings. These book outlines follow the literary

structure of the book—how the authors themselves
thought about the organization and flow of ideas.
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7.

o]

AUTHOR, DATE, AND OTHER HISTORICAL ISSUES

What do we know about who wrote this book and when it
was written? What are the difficulties in determining the
historical facts? Even though these issues might not be
familiar ground, they are important. Understanding
these things can help us appreciate the complexity
of the Bible. Far from undermining confidence in
Scripture, the issues discussed here give us a greater
appreciation of how magnificent Scripture truly is.
At the same time, we learn to be humble in how we
interpret God’s word.

MEANING AND MESSAGE

What is the message of each book of the Bible? What is
its significance now? Here’s where the rubber meets the
road. Everything in a book’s introduction—setting,
summary, author, date, genre—is intended to prepare
us to understand what that book of the Bible has
to say, its message and significance. Reading these
paragraphs carefully and reflectively will give us the
keys to understanding that book of the Bible.

@ NLT Study Bible Features Guide

God rested on the
seventh day from
all his work that he
had done. And he
blessed the seventh
day. . .." And we
ourselves will be ¢

nth day” when

we shall be filled

with his blessing
and remade by his
sanctification
Only when we are

remade 'I’."' God

AUTHORSHIP
Both Scripture and tradition attribute the Pentateuch (Genesis— Deu-
teronomy) to Moses. No one was better qualified than Moses to have
this book. Since he was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyp-
(Acts 7:22), he had the literary skills 1o collect and edit Israel’s
traditions and records and to compose this theological treatise. His
unique communion with God gave him the spiritual illumination, un-
derstanding, and inspiration needed 1o guide him. He had good reason
to write this work—to provide Israel with the theological and historical
foundation for the Exodus and the covenant at § and to ¢
the new nation in accord with the promises made to their an
Most scholars, however, do not accept that Moses wrote Genesis. The
prevailing critical view, called the Documentary Hypothesis, is that Genesis
was compiled from various sources by different groups of people, In
such approaches, there is seldom a word about divine revelation or
inspiration. For those who understand the Bible as God's inspired word,
such theories ofte n unmnec y complicated and conjectural,
1 be understood much more straightforwardly as the produet
" genius under God's inspiration with later editorial adjust-
ments. (See further “Introduction to the Pentateuch: Authorship,” p. 12).

come together w instruct God's people and prepare them lor blessing.

MEANING AND MESSAGE

Israel’s most important questions were answered by the Genesis nar-
ratives. Life and death, the possession of the land of Canaan, and how
Israel ended up in Egypt are explained as God's providential working
in history. Israel was part of God's plan in this world. His plan had




(1:14-18). The book of Genesis is a cemetery for lifeless myths and

dead pods. Genesis is not myth.
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events in Genesis cannot be validated from outside sources; no other VICTOR P. HAMILTON
records have demonstrated that Abraham existed or that any of his The Book of Genesis: Chapters

family history occurred

1-17, p. 46

God'’s Plan.  Genesis begins with the presupposition that God exists

and that he has revealed himself ir
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to the whole world
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I mowve heaven and earth
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FURTHER READING
VICTOR P. HAMILTON

The Book of Genesis (1990)
DEREK KIDNER

Genesis (1967)

n God

Genesis is the fitting introduction to the founding of theoc-  KENNETH A, MATHEWS

Genesis {1996)

ALLEN P. ROSS
Creation and Blessing (1988)
Genesis in Cornerstone Biblical

le, but he will not wler commentary, vol. 1 (2008)
nd he is fully

GORDON WENHAM

s plan has always required  Genesis 1-15 (1987)

faith, for without faith it is impossible to please him (Heb 11:6) Genesis 16-50 (1994)

SECTION INTRODUCTIONS

For each major section of the Bible,
the section introduction gives an
overview of the books in that section
and discusses issues that affect
the interpretation of those books.
(Not shown)

CHRONOLOGY ARTICLES

For each major period of biblical
history, the chronology article
provides a historical overview and
discusses key issues regarding
historical context. Each article
includes a timeline of events during
that period of history. (Not shown)

EPIGRAPHS

Sometimes other authors say insightful things about
a book of the Bible, or they make a poignant observation
about something that a given book discusses. The
editors have gathered some of the best quotations they
could find about each book and put them in the margins
of the book introductions, to stimulate thinking and
to promote meaningful interaction with each book

of the Bible.

. FURTHER READING

Where can we learn more about each book of the Bible?
The NLT Study Bible has plenty of resources for a
lifetime journey of reading, studying, and discovering
the riches of Scripture. Some readers, however, will
want to go even further. At the end of each book
introduction, the editors have recommended some
of the resources that have helped them the most in
studying and understanding that particular book of
the Bible. They've chosen materials that are available
in the general market—no seminary required! Nearly
all of these books are as close as a visit to a local or

online Christian retailer.
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11. RUNNING OUTLINES

The NLT text of each book includes a running outline
to show how the sections of that book fit together.
The numbered top level of the outline matches the short
outline in the book introduction. The second- and
third-level headings describe the book’s structure in
greater detail, down to the level of individual passages.
These outlines follow the literary structure of the book,
SO they show what the author of the book thought about
how the book was put together.

THEME NOTES

How does the NLT Study Bible explain the themes of the
Bible? Theme notes develop the main themes and topics

12

that arise in each book. They are placed alongside
particularly relevant passages but go beyond the
passage at hand and extend to other books of the Bible.
References for further study are included in the margin.
The topics in the theme notes have been chosen
based on the major themes that occur in Scripture.
They provide the first steps in developing a biblical
theology without attempting to formulate a specific
doctrinal system (such as reformed, charismatic, or
Baptist). Because of this, the theme notes are designed
to make us think and will stretch us to consider
the teaching of Scripture more fully, whatever our
doctrinal background.

@ NLT Study Bible Features Guide
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1. CREATION (1:1-2:3)
In the Beginning (1:1-2) §Then God said, “Let there be a space

In the beginning God screated the between the waters, to separate the

Yheavens and the “earth. *The earth was waters of the heavens from the waters of

formless and empty, and darkness covered
the deep waters. And the “Spirit of God was
hovering over the surface of the
Six Days of Creation (1:3-31)

{ ¢l

arkness

ETS.

ning passed and morning
came, marking the second day

Let there be light,” and
/as light. *And God saw that the
light was good. Then he separated the
light from the darkness. 5God called
the light “day” and the darkness g
And evening passed and morning what b
came, marking the first day

°t the waters beneath s
flow together into one place, so 1:9
d may appear.” And that is 1,

The Creation 123

Pi33:69 The creation account in Genesis is foundational to the message of the entire Bible, not just
:'::[ffz':-,s:"f,f,']_ of Genesis or the Pentateuch. Understanding the early chapters of Genesis is thus crucial to
¥ forming a biblical worldview.
This part of Genesis deals with fundamental questions: Who created the world, and for
¥ ‘what purpose? Why is the world in its present condition? Genesis answers these questions,
2Cor5:17 dispelling the idolatry that Israel had acquired from their pagan masters in Egypt. In the
E‘::E._‘ﬁ.]g1.1_5 Promised Land, they would also be surrounded by people who believed in many false gods
gl and worshiped created things rather than the Creator. Genesis taught Israel that the one true
God created and has absolute authority over all things; he alone is worthy of worship.

Every worldview attempts to explain where the world came from, what is wrong with the
world, and how it can be set right again. The creation account in Genesis teaches that as God
made the world, it was “very good” {1:31). Through creation, God turned disorder into restful
order and emptiness into the fullness of abundant life. In this envi t, humans enjoyed
unbroken fellowship with their Creator until their rebellion severed that fellowship and im-
planted evil in human hearts (ch 3; see chs 4-6). The world's evil does not come from some
defect in creation; God put the world under a curse because of human rebellion.

since that first rebellion, humans have been alienated from the Creator and no longer
recognize his presence and authority. This alienation results in shame, fractured relationships
with God and other humans, estrangement from the rest of creation, and death (3:7-19),
Since that time, God has been working purposefully in history to restore humans to fellow-
ship with him, which he is doing through Jesus Christ. Restored humans are a new creation
(Gal 6:15); through Jesus, eternal life is open to all and God will one day renew all things (see
Isa 65:17-25; Rom 8:19-22). The whole cosmos will be made new (Rev 21:1).

ummary
ription in 1:3
woes bring order to the chaotic

th o {4

* created (Hebre f 4
and the earth [1:1]

s0d is always the




GENESIS 6:4

for they are only mortal flesh, In the future,

their normal lifespan will be no more than
120 years.”

'In those days, and for some time after,
giant Nephilites lived on the earth, for when
ever the sons of God had intercourse with
women, they gave birth to children who
became the heroes and famous warriors of
ancient times.

"The Lorp observed the extent of human

vickedness on the earth, and he saw that
verything they thought or imagined was
> ally evil. #So the Lorp

ly and t
was sorry he had ever made them and put
them on the earth. It broke his heart. TAnd
the Lorp said, "I will wipe this human race |
have ‘created from the face of the earth. Yes,

and 1 will destroy every living thing—all the

2 arge animals, the small animals
the ground, and even the
ever made them.”
vor with the Lorn

$But Noah found

4. THE ACCOUNT OF NOAH'S FAMILY

ccount of Noah and his family.
Noah was a righteous man, the only ¢blame-
less person living on earth at the time, and
he walked in close fellowship with God.
ONoah was the father of three sons: Shem,
Ham, and Japheth

INow God saw that the earth had be
come corrupt and was filled with violence.

- 32

Gen 5:28-10:1 Noah was the son of Lamech, a descendant of Seth (5:3-29). Lamech might have hoped that
:,:';19‘ Noah (whose name means “rest” or “relief”) would ease the curse of hardship in working the
Ezek 14:12:20 ground (see note on 5:29). God used MNoah to help relieve the world of evil.

::Aﬂc '1":25_2? God intended to destroy creation because of pervasive human wickedness (6:1-7; see Matt
Heb 11T 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27), but he decided to preserve Noah (6:8), God gave Noah, a righteous
;m ;E;o-n and blameless man {6:9), precise instructions for building the ark in which only the eight peo-

ple of his family would be saved, along with every kind of creature (6:14-8:19). When Noah
and his family finally emerged from the ark after the flood, Noah pleased God by building an
altar and sacrificing burnt offerings. God promised that he would never again flood the whole

earth or disrupt the sequence of the seasons, despite human sin (8:20-9:17),

Moah's sons were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. All the nations of the earth descended from
them (9:18-19). When Noah became drunk on wine from his vineyard, his sons and their
descendants were cursed or blessed in accord with how they responded to him (9:22-27).
Noah lived for 950 years, including 350 years after the Hood {9:28-29); he is an example of
righteousness, obedience, courage, and faith (see Ezek 14:12-20; Heb 11:7; 2 Pet 2:5),

society and allow human wickedness

to run its lull course. Others think it
means that God would withdraw his life-
giving breath from humans at an earlier
age (ruakh, the Hebrew term for *spirit,”
can also mean “breath”; see 6:17; 7:22;
see also Ps 104:29-30), * normal lifespan
will be no more than 120 years (literally
his days will be 120 years): It is possible
that this was a new restriction on the
number of years individuals would
generally be allowed to live (so the
NLT). However, for generations after the
flood, humans lived well beyond 120
years [see, e.g., 11:10-26), An alternative
interpretation sees this as a 120-year
grace period before the arrival of the
food (see |on 3:4; Matt 24:37-38; 1 Pet
3:20; 2 Pet 2:5)

6:4 giant Nephilites (Hebrew nephilim):
The term may mean “fallen ones.” The
context implies that they were the off-
spring of the “sons of God™ and would
be destroyed in the food. Num 13:31-
33 uses the same term to describe other
giants who were hostile toward God's

people and would also be destroyed
[see also Deut 2:11, which connexcts the
Anakite nephilim with another group
called the rephaim).

6:5 everything they thought or imag-
ined (literally every intention of the
thoughts of their hearts): In the OT, the
heart is the core of volition, thought,
and morality (see Prov 4:23), Wicked
actions stem from a corrupt inner life.
* consistently and totally evil: Strong
language captures the pervasiveness,
depth, and persistence of human wick-
edness. Human nature continued fo be
cormupt even alter the food {see §:21)
6:6 the Loep was sorry: The extent

of human wickedness made the Lord

regret having created them (see also 6:7;
op. 1 Sam 15:11, 35). « It broke his heart:

The evil in humanity's heart (6:5) pained
God greatly, Sending the flood was a
heart-wrenching act on God's part

6:7 wipe . . . from the . .. earth: As
Adam and Eve were banished from

the garden sanctuary (3:23), all of

humankind would be expunged from
Godd's good creation, * every lving thing:
Human sin had so corrupted the earth
that judgment fell on the animals and
birds over which they had dominion
(see 1:28 and note]. The special role of
humans in the created order (1:28-30)
means that nature is affected by human
moral choices (see 8:1; Job 35:41; Hos
4:3; Rom $:19-22),

6:8 Noah and his godly lite stand in
stark contrast to the sinfulness of the
rest of the people.

6:9 the aecount: See note on 24+ a
righteous man, the only blameless
persen: The text does not claim that
Noah was without sin (see Rom 5:12-14).
Noah's righteousness and blamelessness
«came about because he walked in lose
fellowship with God. See ako 7:1; 17:1;
Heb 11:7.

6:11-13 See 6:5-7. * wiolence (Hebrew
khamas): Murder had especially cor-
rupted the line of Cain (4:8, 23-24).

13. PERSON PROFILES
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The NLT Study Bible includes person profiles that
describe the lives of the individuals who inhabit the
pages of Scripture. Each of these people contributes
significantly to the story and message of the Bible.
Their lives instruct us with examples and counter-
examples, and their stories help us better understand
the Bible, its world, and its message. Their relationship
with God, or lack of it, helps us to understand how we
can have a relationship with God.

STUDY NOTES

Sometimes readers look at a note in a study Bible to
understand the meaning of a verse and find themselves
asking, “So what?” about a seemingly unrelated fact.
The notes in the NLT Study Bible have been developed
with the “So what?” test in mind—the editors’ goal is
that the study notes will Clearly help us as readers to
understand the verse or passage better.

The notes focus on the meaning and message of
Scripture, not just facts. This means that there are notes
on words, phrases, sentences, verses, paragraphs, and
whole sections. The editors have included historical
and literary notes to help draw us into the world of the
Bible and the context in which it was originally read
and heard.

Also included in the study notes is the full NLT textual
footnote apparatus, which identifies variations in the
Hebrew and Greek text as well as providing alternate
translation possibilities.

Every excerpt from the NLT text is easily identified
in bold italic type.

NLT Study Bible Features Guide @



15. CROSS-REFERENCE SYSTEM
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Some cross-reference systems are based on connections
between individual words, without regard to whether
there is any connection in meaning between the two
verses or passages. With the NLT Study Bible, the
cross-references relate to the meaning of the whole
verse or passage, so the cross-references are always
directly applicable.

To compare specific ideas within a verse, the study
notes at the bottom of the page often include cross-
references for individual words and phrases, along with
a brief explanation of the nature of the connection.

In the cross-reference system, parallel lines (/) show
thata particular cross-reference is a parallel passage
that describes the same events or says much the same
thing. An asterisk (¥) is used to indicate where the
NT quotes the OT.

PARALLEL PASSAGES

The NLT text indicates parallels with passages in
other books. For example, the Gospel of Matthew has
many parallels in Mark, Luke, and John. Similarly,
the books of 2 Samuel through 2 Kings have many
parallels to the books of 1-2 Chronicles. The parallel
references are useful for making comparisons between
different versions of the same events and gaining a
deeper, fuller understanding of what was happening.

@ NLT Study Bible Features Guide
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son of Ner, commander of the army of
Israel, and of Amasa son of Jether, com-
mander of the army of Judah. ¥May their

blood be on Joab and his descendants for-

ever, and may the Lorp grant peace forever

ndants, his dynasty, and

his throne.

'S0 Benaiah son of Jehoiada returned
to the sacred tent and Killed Joab, and he
was buried at his home in the wilderness.

5Then the king appointed Benaiah to com-

mand the army in place of Joab, and he
installed Zadok the priest to take the place
of Abiathar,
"he king then sent for Shimei and told
him, “Build a house here in Jerusalem and
live there. But don't step outside the city
to go anywhere else. 370n the day you so
much as cross the Kidron Valley, you will
surely die; and your blood will be on your
own head.”

8Shimet replied, "Your sentence is fair;

I will do whatever my lord the king com-

mands.” So Shimei lived in Jerusalem for a
long time.
“But three years later two of Shimei's

slaves ran away to King Achish son of Ma-

acah of Gath. When Shimei learned where
they were, **he saddled his donkey and went
to Gath to search for them. When he found
them, he brought them back to Jerusalem

11Solomon heard that Shimei had left Je-

rusalem and had gone to Gath and returned
'So the king sent for Shimeiand demanded,

“Didn't I make you swear by the Lorp and

warn you not to go anywhere else or you

men in Benjam
the king
39-46 Shimei's

Terr
nclent Near
al alliance
marrying
estowal ol
the city of

3:2-3 The Ark of th
David's tent in Jerus:
e was built, and the people ., .
sacrificed their offerings at local places
of worship {se¢ note on 8:1). However,
this detrag

would surely die? And you replied, ‘The sen-
tence is fair; L will do as you say." 3 Then why
haven't you kept your oath to the Lorp and
obeyed my command?”

14The king also said to Shimei, "You cer-

tainly remember all the wicked things you
did to my father, David. May the Loro now
bring that evil on your own head. 45But may

I, King Solomon, receive the Lorp's bless-

ings, and may one of David's descendants
always sit on this throne in the presence of
the Lorp.”

side and killed him.

So the kingdom was now firmly in Solo-

mon's grip.

Solomon's Great Wisdom (3:1-4:34)
Solomon Asks for Wisdom
1 Kgs 3:1-15// 2 Chr 1:1-13

Solomon made an alliance with Pha-

raoh, the king of Egypt, and married
one of his daughters. He brought her to live
in the City of David until he could finish
building his palace and the hmph of the
Lorp and the wall around the ci t that
time the people of Israel sacrificed their
offerings at local places of worship, for a
temple honoring the name of the Lok had
not yet been built.
1on loved the Lorp and followed
all the decrees of his father, David, except
that Solomon, too, offered sacrifices and
burned incense at the local places of wor:
ship. 4The most important of these places
of worship was at Gibeon, so the king went
there and sacrificed 1,000 burnt offerings.

'S0l

\qu ﬁﬂ.lml.lrm in
on his southern border

11, * City of David:
tlem was the old
wuthern portion of
When Solomon ex

ve
d from unified worship

maost important
af worship (li

21:29; 2 Chr 1:2-8)

6Then, at the king's command,
Benaiah son of Jehoiada took Shimei out-

33
25%m 329
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1 Che 2922
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2 5am 165
T2
37
2%m 15:23
2:39

1 %am 272

1 Samn 25:39
250m 16:5-13
2:45

2am 713
2:46

1Kp 212
20he 11
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K 78 024
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Lev 1735
Deut 12:13-14
3

Dewt 65

1 kgs od; 1104, 6, 38
SR

3415

A2 Chr 12213

34

1 Che 16:3%; 21:39
2Che 1223

35

1Kgs 23

Matt 120

P SACTH ”ull at Gibeon . . .

the Lovd appeared 1o Selomon in a

dream (3:4-5)
e

wisdom 1o
quitahbly and




the heavens. 5God called the space “sky.”
And evening passed and morning
the second day ad

GENESIS 1:1 . : . . 20
1. CREATION (1:1-2:3) Day Two: Sky, Water 11
In the Beginning (1:1-2) “Then God said, “Let there be a space
1 In the beginning God created the between the waters, 1o separate the L
theavens and the cearth. ?The earth was waters of the heavens from the watersof .
formless and empty, and darkness covered the earth.” TAnd that is what happened
the deep waters. And the 4Spirit of God was God made this space to separate the .
hovering over the surface of the waters, waters of the earth from th ers of :
13

5ix Days of Creation (1:3-317)
Day O, e

17. WORD STUDY SYSTEM

The NLT Study Bible includes a word study system
in the cross-reference column. Because the NLT is
a dynamic translation, a particular word in Greek
or Hebrew is not always translated the same way,
but is translated in a manner that is appropriate for
the context. This makes word studies richer and more
productive, because the range of meaning for a

Let there be light,” and

e was light e particular Greek or Hebrew word becomes very clear,
t was good, 10
t from tt

the light “da

and it is easier to avoid common misunderstandings

TG et and Tt : . i about what the word means.
And evening passed and morning what happen ‘God called the dry =t
came, marking the first day ground "land” and the waters “seas.” There are WOI‘d studies fOI‘ 100 Hebrew WOI‘dS and

SR R D R B 100 Greek words. For each word, the editors have

The Creation (1123 : ;

S s included enough occurrences to illustrate the range
of meanings for that word. Each occurrence is
indicated in the NLT text with a superscript letter
(a, b, ¢, etc.). The same superscript letter occurs in

the cross—reference column under that verse. After

the superscript letter the Hebrew or Greek word is

Fach occurrence is indicated in given, followed by a reference number that matches

the glossary at the back and many widely available

the NLT text with a superscript study tools, such as Strong’s Concordance. On the next

line is a chain-reference link to the next highlighted

|etter (a, b, C, etC ) . occurrence of the word. The word study system
thus opens up a whole world of Greek and Hebrew
word study.

GENESES Tl coorn v onvan w s o apace sy an@le & apans w sness @ S 0 s @fal o Gy @ evess W sege 8 20

1. CREATION (1:1-2:3) Day Two: Sky, Waters
In the Beginning (1:1-2) 6Then God said, “Let there be a space
In the beginning God @created the between the waters, to separate the
bheavens and the cearth. 2The earth was waters of the heavens from the waters of
formless and empty, and darkness covered the earth.” 7And that is what happened.
the deep waters. And the dSpirit of God was God made this space to separate the :
hovering over the surface of the waters. waters of the earth from the waters of 12 s
the heavens. 8God called the space “sky.”  “uaih (7307
And evening passed and morning 1_':’“’

Six Days of Creation (1:3-31)
Day One: Light, Darkness
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18. CHARTS

Charts organize textual information into a form that

: : 4 The Structure of the
is easy to understand quickly. Formless  CHADS T e
[1:1-2:3). God transformed  cosmaos was under
chags into the present system, with rain ¢
19. Ilh\'s} HEAVENS ':I-:w:w cosmos. In the first three outermost fier 11-12 and note]
Lt N days, he transformed the 910 " _ g ethér:
. . . Light, Dark Sun, Maon, $tars | formi id into th 1:9-10 Lef the walers .., flow together:
Maps throughout the study materials visualize the Kl el her ancient cultures viewed the
. : . DAY 2 WATER DAY 5 HEAVENS [outer space), the
events and places mentioned in the text of Scrlpture. (1:6-8) &SKY (1:20-23) mm.sd m_m the EARTH
Water, Sky Birds, Fish {p. Exod 20:11; Ps 135:6).
In the second three days,
he populated each empty ¢ rin
g8 N | i | e e i s cosmedt
21-3) stands apart: As s 1:14-31 On days 4-6, God i ¢
geitand Alinals, Hitoars day of rest, it provides the domains that had been formed during
- > il weekly pattern for human days 1-3 [1:3-13]
i 2L A activity (Exod 200811 3002 494 o them ., mark the seasons,
17) and speaks of the rest = The movement of the
Dz that God promised 1o those efined lsrael’s liturgical
2:2-3) who live by faith in him (see
Rest Heb 3:7-4:11)

lage nearpy. riease el me go Lere mnsiead,

dildid O1 Lie iJL'\JiJu. Lnere, and ne went (o

19:14 Lot's warning words were not
taken seriously because of his hypocrisy.

4 The Destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah (18:16-19:38). The two angels
apparently traveled, as shown, from
Abraham’s camp at the OAks oF MAMRE
to destroy Sopom and GoMoRRAH. Lot and
his daughters took refuge at Zoar, then
moved eastward into the mountains
of Moag. Lot fathered two sons by his
daughters; the two sons became the
nations of Moag (see Num 21:10-20;
22:1-25:3; Deut 23:3, 6; Judg 3:12-30;
Ruth 1:1-6) and AMmoON (see Num 21:24;
Deut 2:19-37; 23:3; Judg 10:6-12:3; 1
Sam 10:27-11:11).

mercifully spared Lot for Abraham'’s
sake (18:23; 19:29). Lot deserved judg-
ment for his way of life, but he was a
believer at heart and the Lord rescued
him (2 Pet 2:7-8). * Lot is not alone

in his conflicted lifestyle. Countless
believers fall in with a corrupt world
rather than flee a doomed society.
God’s people, living in a pagan world,

must remain separate (1 In 2:15-17)

delivered. He wanted to live in the
small town of Zoar (little place).

19:23-25 Cp. Luke 17:29. The eruption
of Vesuvius and the destruction of Pom-
peii in 79 ap, as well as recent natural
disasters, show how quickly a thorough
catastrophe like this could happen.

19:26 looked back: The verb indicates
prolonged, intense gazing toward the
world she loved, not a curious glance
(15:5; Exod 33:8; Num 21:9; 1 Sam
2:32; cp. Exod 3:6). Lot’s wife was too
attached to Sodom to follow God’s call
of grace, so she was included in the
judgment as she lingered on the valley
slopes. Christ's return to judge the world
will be as sudden and devastating as the
destruction of Sodom (Luke 17:32-37).
Those who crave the life of this wicked
world will lose this world and the next.

19:29 God honored Abraham’s interces-
sion (cf. 18:23-32), but Lot’s entire world
was gone because he lived by instinct

1 Hacive o |

vl not by faith in God He

VISUAL AIDS

If a picture is worth a thousand
words, the NLT Study Bible has

tens of thousands of words’ worth
of visual information. These visual
aids include maps, timelines,

illustrations, charts, and diagrams.
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20. DIAGRAMS

Diagrams organize information

Terah 4Terah's Family (11:27-30), and be a blessing (see note on 12:2) . .
Abram————«Ishmael to four generations. See Each directive is followed by three Vlsually in order to show
o lsaac profiles for AsraiAM (p. 46), promises conditioned upon obedience relationships. For example,
sarai m. Esau SARAH (p. 55), LoT (p. 58}, 12:1 Abram knew that he should leave
Nahor—Bethuel Rlbekah [ :]acob ISHMAEL (p. 53), Isaac (p. 63),  but he did not know where he was go- the genealogy of Terah,
Laban Leah Repekan (p. 69), Esau (p. 71), ing. Obedience required faith, Abraham’s father, helps sort
Haran Lot Rachel Jacog (p. 76), LeaH (p. 79), 12:2 and you will be a blessing (or so . .
Milcah and RACHEL (p. 78). that you will be a blessing): This clause out the relatlonshlps among
Iscah is a command in Hebrew, but it is also many of the people who play
a promise conditioned upon Abram’s . .
f fe Y fous| obedience to God's command {12:1) a role mn the bOOk Of Gene51s.
main citv of Sumer in Me<opotami sovereionty of € niraculoush ¥ A 4 s
21. TIMELINES
Itms( qlan slxs '!rm *Jlls ‘J’lﬂ ‘3.05 . . . . .
T A Timelines show when in history various events took

@ﬁrfa”l??—?}!}l. ST 8 8 st et Madaiard )l onesy
A P B B i B A S

KINGDOM OF ISRAEL (NORTHERN KINGDOM)

jegoboam | (931-810)
.

T M TN ST . L L ¢ A S L T L S M I LT

Nadab (910-904|

1 2
R0 80 i e e b O

11930 BO) )
Soegon TR F JUDAH KINGDOM]
|'>2<ﬂ}1:-9;‘3?! PSSR S SRR [ AR PPN E P LN L P
vk
Asa (910-869)
@ Pharaoh Shishak invacles |erusalem [926/925 BO) e

EGYPT DYNASTY 22 [045-715)

Shashien | (Shishak (945-924) Osorkon | 934-00)

a Jsrael and Judah, 935-903 8 (11:41-15:34). Each king's regnal years are numbered according to his own system of ac-
counting (see 0T Chronology: Israel’s Monarchy,” p. 0000), Each king's line on the chart runs from the beginning of the year
in which his accession occurred to the end of the year in which he died. = So.omos's fortieth and final regnal year began in
the fall (the month of Tishri) of 931 c; his death and the division of the kingdom occurred sometime prior to the spring (the
month of Nisan] of 930 se. = The reign of Jirosoam | started after that of Renogoam, but Jeroboam's first regnal was counted
from the previous spring. = Pharaoh SHisia of Egypt invaded Jerisaem during Rehoboam's fifth regnal vear (see 14:25-28).

22.

place and how they relate to other events in the Bible
and in the surrounding world. The Bible is a record
of history, and it is fascinating and stimulating to see
just how the events of the Bible fit into recorded history
as known from the surrounding cultures.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Illustrations help visualize objects that might be
difficult to imagine without a picture. For example,
the illustration of Noah’s Ark shows just how big
that floating storage box was and how much it was

able to hold.

« Noah’s Ark (6:14-16). An ark built to the dimensions specified in Genesis would have been immense. Its ratio of length to
width (6 to 1) is the most stable known and is used for the design of modern tankers and freight-hauling ships. The ark was
able to carry 20,000 tons of cargo; the required number of young adult land animals would have occupied less than half of
the available space. The design given was perfect for the ark’s function.
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